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CONFIDENTIAL REPORT | j 

I 25X1 

COUNTRY Austria, DATE DISTR. 29 Oot 1954 | 


SUBJECT 95th Gds. Rifle Dlv., Soviet Army; NO. OF PAGES 4 

Shoulder Boards, Insignia, and 
Branch Markings 



General 

1. ^ until 1952, regulations concerning the wearing 25X1 

of shoulder boards were strictly enforced In the Soviet Zone of 

Austria. After that date, gradual l axity in the correct wearing 
of shoulder boards became apparent . I none of 25X1 

the Junior officers In his unit knew the exact prescribed manner 
for the wearing of shoulder boards . Officers mixed gold and silver 
stars regardless of the background colors. Some officers wore the 
metallic emblem devices (znachkl), others did not. There were no 
directives or other attempts to discourage this. 

2. Listed below are the shoulder boards worn in the regimental and 

divisional units of the 95th Gds. Rifle Dlv . | H 25X1 

Battalion Level 

3. a. Rifle Co.: Officers and EM wore Infantry shoulder boards. 

No one wore metallic devices. 

i 

b. Mortar po.; Officers and EH wore Infantry shoulder boards. 

Some of the officers but none of the EM wore the artillery 
metallic device. 

c. HQ Co.: Officers ai^d EM wore infantry shoulder boards. No 
metallic devices were worn. 

d. AA-AT Go. ( I H the Bn. Arty. Btry.); The CO and 25X1 

the 57-mm. Plat. Commander wore artillery shoulder boards. 

All other officers and al^l EH wore Infantry shoulder boards. 

" All the officers and so,me of the EH wore the artillery 
metafile devices. 
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wore signal shoulder hoards and the signal 
metalllc^deTlce. EH all wore Infantry shoulder boards. Some 
of the EM wore the signal metallic device. 

Plat.; There were no officers assigned. All the 
Infantry shoulder boards. Some of the HCO’s wore white 
rank stripes. None of the EM: wore metallic wlces. 

®' kaI ‘ hattallon medical officer woi . medical shoulder 

boards; the technical officer wore motor transport shoulder 
oSa**™ ®aJalllo device. The remainder of the officers 

and EM wore Infantry shoulder boards without any metallic devices, 

Regliftental I iLe vel . 1 . 

4. a. Recon. Co.: Officers and EH wore Infantry shoulder boards. 

No one wore any metallic devices. 

officers With the exception of one wore 
signal shoulder boards with the signal metallic device; the 
one exception wore Infantry shoulder boards without any 
device. All the EH wore Infantry shoulder boards ahihsome 
also wore the signal metallic device. 

officers wore engineer shoulder boards; EM 

boards. Only one officer and a few of 
the EM wore the crossed-axes metallic device. 

Erf*’!' officers wore the motor transport shoulder 

boards with the motor transport metallic device. EM wore in- 
fantry shoulder boards. Some EM wore the motor transport 
metallic device. Technician NCO's wore white rank stripes on 
tne snoulaer boards. 

e. AAA Plat.; Some officers wore infantry shoulder boards; others 

shoulder boards. EM wore Infantry shoulder boards. 
No metallic devices were worn by either the officers oi* EH. 

f. Housekeeping Plat.; There were no officers In this section. 

shoulder boards without metallic devices. 
Most of the HCO's wore white rank stl^apes on their shoulder 
Doards. 

g. Medical Co.; Officers wore the narrow medical service silver 

shoulder boards with medical metallic device. EM wore Infantry 
shoulder boards without metallic devices. ^ 

There were no officers assigned to this platoon. 

shoulder boards without metallic device. 

Most of the NCO's wore white rank stripes on their shoulder 
boards. 

1. Chemical Squad; Officers and EM all wore Infantry shoulder 
boards without metallic devices. * 

of the 57-mm. AT Btry. and the 120-mm. 

7°^^® artillery shoulder boards with the artillery 
”0^* Infantry shoulder boards. Some 
si 76nSL w* the artillery metallic device. Officers of the 

tanker's uniform and the tank and 
™ boards with the tank metallic device. (The 

Sn 7*^® *^® the entire regiment 

who did not wear Infantry shoulder boards. Instead, they wore 
the tank and mechanized shoulder boards with tank devices ) 
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Ic. RearSiics. Elonents: The officers, with the exc^tlow of those 
In the Ord. Ammo. Stcs., and all the EH and EH wore the Infantry 
shoulder boards without netalllc devices. Scms of the NCO's 
wore white rank stripes on their shoulder boards . The of fleers 
In the Oird. Anno. Svos. Uore the wide shoulder boards with the 
artillery swtallle device. 

1, Tech. SvcB. ElementB; The Deputy CO for Technical Matters, the 
Chief of POL, and the Chief of Repair Shop (vehicle) wore motor 
transport shoulder boards, with the motor transport metallic 
device, EH wore Infantry shoulder boards. Some EM wore the 
motor transport metallic device. 


25X1 


The Regtl. Band 
CO wore shoulder' 


UUilX'UH UX 

Infantry shoulder boards, 
metallic device . 


the 
une isn wore 


25X1 


cns inxani^ry. mr 
Some of the NCO ' s wore the bandsmen ' s 


n. Regtl. FCO School; All officers and EM wore Infantry shoulder 
boards without metallic devices . 

o. Regtl. Hq. I The Chief of Artillery wore artillery shoulder 
boards with artillery metallic device. The Senior Medical 
Officer wore the narrow silver medical shoulder boards with 

the medical device. The Deputy CO for Technical Hatters wore the 
motor transport shoulder boards with silver background and motor 
transport metallic device. The Chief of Communleatlons wore the 
signal shoulder boards with gold background and the signal 
metallic device. The regimental Interpreter (German) wore the 
warron silver administrative services shoulder board without 
metallic insignia. The remainder of the officers In the re- 
gimental headquarters wore Infantry bhoulder boards without 
metallic devices. 

5. With the exception of the EH of the SU -76 Btry., all enlisted 
personnel of the entire regiment wore Infantry shoulder boards; 
wearing of metallic Insignia by enlisted personnel of the various 
regimental subunits varied throughout the regiment. 

6 . There was a much more marked variation in the wearing of shoulder 

boards by the officers | Por the most part 25X1 

officers wore the shoulaer ooaras or their particular branch of 
service (officers In signal subunits wore signal shoulder boards, 
officers in the engineer subunits wore engineer shoulder boards). 

This, however, was not a hai>d and (ast rule. 

7 . All regimental officer personnel with the exception of the officers 

In the SU -76 Btry. were required by a regimental order to wear the 
Infantry color hatban(i:: on their garrison caps (furazhky) . Some of 
the officers who were not Infantry men did not like this. (The 
officers In the Slg. Co., for example, merely sewed the Infantry I 

hatband over the signal hatband: and then removed the former when 
leaving the caserne.) ' 

8. In addition, regimental officers of the various branches of service 
for the most part wore the stripe of their particular branch of 
service on their breeches. There was a tremendous amount of dis- 
crepancy in this, however, and officers could be seen wearing an 
Infantry colored hatband. Infantry shoulder boards with an artillery 
metallic device on the shoulder board, and perhaps an artillery 
stripe on their breeches . 
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Dlvlsioaal Level 


9. 


the following shoulder boards at divisional level: 

a. Arty. Qua Regt. and Howitzer Gun Regt.: Both officers aad EM 
wore the artillery shoulder bokrds. All the officers and some 
of the EM he had seen wore the artllleiy metallic device; 

b. Ta*k-StJ-76 Regt.; Officers and EH wore the tank and meehanlzed 

shoulder boa]:*ds. All officers and some EM wore 

the tank metallic device. During field training, 

tankers always were In black or dark blue coveralls. For dress 
uniform, tank officers and SD-76 officers wore the new-type 
tank dress uniform. None of the EM had this uniform. 


25X1 


Slfe. Bn.; Officers and EM I I wore the signal 

shoulder boards. All the officers and a few of the EM 


L 


Jalao had the signal metallic device. 


d. Engr. Bn.; Office rs n»d bw [ 
shoulder boai*ds . | 

known type of metallic device 


I wore the engineer 

officers and a few EM with an un- 


Hedlcal Bn . ; . All the officers wore the narrow 

silver medical shoulder boards with the medical metallic device. 
There was a mixture of Infantry and medical shoulder boards among 
the EH and EW. 


f. 


jwore artillery shoulder 


AT Bn.; Officers and EM| 
boards. All officers and some of the EH also had the artillery 
metallic device. 


25X1 

25X1 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


10. Source could not give further information on other divisional subunits. 

11. ^25X1 


12 . 


11a® of demarcation In the wearing 

of shoulder boards of their own branch of service by enlisted 
personnel, other than Infantry, was above regimental level. Thus, 

EH In a signal company In a rifle regiment would wear the same t^e 
of shoulder boards as the Infantry personnel of the regiment while 
an EM In a signa l battalion a bove regimental level would wear signal 
shoulder boards. unable to dlsttngulsh any similar line 

of demarcation at any unit level concerning the wearing of metallic 
branch Insignia. 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 
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